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MR CHEN Show Mao of the Workers' Party lamented in his speech recently that wages in 
Singapore are not increasing as fast as the country's gross domestic product growth, 
highlighting that most of the growth went to corporate profits and wage income for top 
earners ('Low continues war of words over housing'; last Friday). 
Mr Chen should be the last person to complain. He himself is the handsome beneficiary of 
the global economy which rewards talented people and skews the income and wealth 
distribution. Is it not true that his income as a corporate lawyer in China was a huge 
multiple of the ordinary Chinese wage earner's? 
Mr Chen knows well that Singapore welcomes foreign talent and companies in order to 
expand the economic pie with job opportunities for all. The high income of foreigners will 
skew the income distribution but the absolute share for Singaporeans is still much bigger 
than without them. What the Government has done is to collect taxes and redistribute them 
to the lower-income group, and upgrade the skills of all our workers. We should all 
concentrate on better measures to re-skill our workers. 
Our fertility rate is also well below the replacement rate. Without immigration, we will have a 
major old age dependency problem. It is more meaningful to discuss the optimal rate of 
immigration rather than to appeal to concerns about overcrowding and competition from 
foreigners. The opposition parties are irresponsible to dismiss our vital need for immigrants. 
They should be reminded that Singapore is one of the very few countries that is able to 
provide jobs for all and that has zero public debt. 
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